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dispel one of the general misconceptions that most, if not all, of
the synthetics are coal-tar derivatives.
Nothing was ever further from the truth, as any perfume
chemist knows, yet it is often difficult to correct this false con-
ception. It- is therefore plain that there is some overlapping
of the natural products and the synthetic, in those instances in
which the synthetic is derived from vegetable bases, but where
this derivation is only a metamorphosis of the needed chemical
elements, and not of the odorous principle as a whole, they may
be termed synthetic.
It may be primary to say that synthesis in this field, as in
all chemistry, is based upon analysis, but it is most necessary
to emphasize this if the proper understanding is to be had.
It was only after the pure natural products had been carefully
analyzed and their elements found that it was possible to search
for these elements in other less costly substances of vegetable
or mineral origin, and recombine them into artificial aromatics,
resembling the compounds sought "to be reproduced. And yet,
up to th.6 present time, this work of analysis and synthesis
leaves much to be desired. Not yet has it proved practical to
imitate the delicate chemistry of nature in all of its infinite
detail, and for this very reason it is not yet possible; if it ever will
be, to reproduce scientifically and successfully all of the charac-
teristic qualities of any natural product.
In fact, it seems as if the natural and synthetic perfume ma-
terials supplement one another most happily. It is a provable
fact that in the process of extracting natural products some im-
portant odorous elements are lost, and it is these missing notes
necessary to the complete chords of the odorous harmony which
are sometimes supplied by well-made synthetics. It is indis-
putable that many synthetic products often intensify the odors
of the natural products.
The development of artificial perfumers' materials has made
possible the manufacture of many new and novel odors, as well